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Land (tenure) policy : Land (tenure) policy is a strategy 
defined by a State to organize conditions of access to land 
and natural resources ; to organize terms of ownership 
on land and natural resources ; to secure access rights 
to land and natural resources; to organize the use and 
management of space. Land tenure policy is always intri-
cately related to a societal project. Therefore, it follows 
political, economic and environmental motivations, and 
is based on strategies meant to serve these motivations. 

Land tenure conflicts : A conflict is a situation in which 
specific individual or collective interests are in confron-
tation. A land tenure conflict is therefore a situation of 
confrontation between two individuals or two groups 
whose interests regarding land issues differ. 

Land tenure insecurity : Land tenure insecurity describes a 
situation in which stakeholders consider that their land tenure 
rights are threatened and/or unsettled in the long term. 

Land tenure securing measures : Land tenure securing 
measures refer to the process of securing stakeholders 
in what concerns their land tenure rights.  

Northern limit for cultivation : The northern limit for 
cultivation was established in Niger by the May 26th, 
1961 Law n°61-05. It sets the limit on the isohyet 350mm 
between the southern agricultural zone where private 
ownership applies, and the northern pastoral zone were 
land belongs to the State and  pastoralist are entitled to 
a collective use right. 

Opening / Closing of fields : The opening and closing of 
fields are statutory mechanisms that are meant to define 
the days on which fields must be opened or closed to 
animal grazing.

Pastoral enclave : In Niger, a pastoral enclave is a pastoral 
space that is located within the agricultural zone, and 
dedicated exclusively to pastoralist activities.

Pastoralism : The term pastoralism broadly refers to lives-
tock breeding activities and land management systems 
that imply the use of natural pastureland for livestock 
grazing. 

Pasturing area (aire de pâturage) : A pasturing area is 
an area dedicated to pastoralism and located within the 
pastoral zone (in opposition to pastoral enclaves, that 
are dedicated to pastoralism but located within the agri-
cultural zone).  

Pawning : A pawning contract is a contract by which a 
land owner hands over his land to a creditor, and grants 
him the right to keep and use this land until he can pay 
his debt. If the borrower does not reimburse his debt, 

the creditor can sell the land by way of payment, or keep 
the land. 

Population growth : Population growth, or the popula-
tion growth rate, refers to the variation of a population 
on a specific territory (most of the time, a country), and 
during a specific period of time (usually, a year). It sums 
up the natural increase rate of the population (the dif-
ference between the number of births and the number 
of deaths in the country within a year) and the increase 
in the net immigration rate (the difference between the 
number of persons entering the country and the number 
of persons leaving within a year). It indicates whether 
the population of a country increases, and at what rate. 

Positive law : Positive law refers to the State’s legal sys-
tem. In Africa, it is often inherited from colonial law. 

Priority use right : A priority use right applies to pas-
toralists on their home grazing territory. Even though 
all pastoralists in a pastoral area can access resources, 
pastoralists that are on their home grazing territory hold 
a priority access right, before any other user. 

Private ownership system : Private ownership is exer-
cised by a private individual over an asset, by opposition 
to public property that is exercised by the State over an 
asset. Private ownership is the result of appropriation 
(through purchase, heritage, donation, force, etc …).  In 
Niger, any land situated in the farming zone is subjected 
to the private ownership system. In theory, full ownership 
combines the right to use, the right to enjoy and the right 
to dispose of something in an exclusive and absolute man-
ner. In reality, these rights are often limited by restrictions 
established by the law, specifically when dealing with 
land ownership (for instance, in Niger, it is mandatory to 
respect opening and closing days for fields).

Representativity : Representativity is the characteristic of 
what is representative. For instance, a land commission is 
considered representative of the population when it repre-
sents correctly its interests, its aspirations, its diversity, etc. 

Sedentary livestock breeding : Sedentary livestock bree-
ding refers to breeding activities that are not based on the 
mobility of livestock. Cattle and herders are sedentary. 

State (property) land (Terres domaniales) : « State pro-
perty » defines assets that do not belong to private indi-
viduals, and for which the State is responsible. State land 
in Africa is therefore land that, following independence, 
was transferred from the colonial State to the newly inde-
pendent State. It is not subjected to the private ownership 
system, but users of this land can obtain individual or 
collective use rights. 

Subsidiarity : Subsidiarity is the political principle accor-
ding to which responsibility for a public action falls with 
the smallest organ that can solve the problem on its own 
(for instance, if a commune can solve the problem, then 
it is its responsibility to do so, and not the department’s, 
the region’s or the State’s). It is the key principle on which 
the decentralization process is based. 

Subsistence farming : Subsistence farming, or food-pro-
ducing farming, describes crops grown for the producer’s 
own consumption. 

Sustainable management of natural resources : 
Sustainable management of natural resources meets the 
needs of present generations without compromising the 
capacity of future generations to meet theirs. It must res-
pect three criteria : economic viability, social justice and 
environmental conservation. 

Traditional chefferies / custom authorities : Traditional 
chefferies refer to both the land under the authority of 
a traditional chief, and the authority, the responsibility 
granted to this traditional chief. The term custom autho-
rities describes all traditional chiefs of a given territory 
as a group. Traditional chefferies or custom authorities 
are therefore sources of authority and social control that 
draw from custom, not from the State. 

Transhumance route : A transhumance route is a path 
dedicated to the displacement of animals in the context 
of transhumance. 

Transhumant livestock breeding / pastoralism : Trans-
humant pastoralism is a form of pastoralism based on 
the periodic migration of livestock, depending on natural 
and climate pressures. 

Trick field (Champ piège) : A trick field is a field that is 
illegally farmed within a pastoral area, in order to trick 
pastoralists. The person who cultivates a trick field hopes 
for animals to cause damage to his crops for the sole 
purpose of claiming compensations. 

Use rights : A use right is a form of usufruct that entitles 
the holder to use something that belongs to someone 
else, as well as to collect its products. For instance, Nige-
rien pastoralists hold a collective use right over State 
land located north of the established limit for cultivation. 
Although they don’t own the land (the State does), they 
can use it collectively (to pasture their livestock, access 
watering places, etc.). 

Vacant land : Vacant land is the land that is considered 
without owner, i.e. land for which no proof of property 
can be established (either because it was never used, 
or abandoned, or because the person that uses it can’t 
obtain any legal recognition of his rights). Vacant land 
is not always left unexploited, or undeveloped. Vacant 
land is considered private State property.

Village chief / Tribe chief : The village chief is the traditio-
nal head of a sedentary community living in a rural village. 
The tribe chief is the traditional head of a permanent 
community of pastoralists. 


